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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Salimando, U.S. Patent No. 5,970,133 
(hereinafter Salimando) in view of Tessler et al, U.S. Patent 
No. 6,289,090 (hereinafter Tessler). 

Regarding claim 1, Salimando discloses an audible 
confirmation system (see Figure 1) in an Intelligent Network for 
allowing a calling party to audibly hear an audible name of a 
call recipient, the audible confirmation system comprising: 

a database (40) configured for storing a plurality of text 
names wherein each of the plurality of text names is associated 
with a unique identifier; 

a signal control point (col. 3, line 15) coupled to the 
database, the signal control point independent (see Figure 1) of 
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a call routing path and independent (see Figure 1) of a data 
path between the calling party and a text to speech converter 
(30) , and configured to control the retrieval of a select one of 
the plurality of text names in response to a call recipient 
selected by the calling party; 

the text to speech converter (3 0) coupled to the control 
point and configured to convert the selected one of the 
plurality of text names into the audible name. 

With further respect to claim 1, Salimando fails to 
disclose the signal control point is independent of the 
database. However Tessler discloses this limitation (see col. 
10, lines 5-45) . Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Salimando with a system wherein the signal control point 
is independent of the database as taught by Tessler. This 
modification would have improved the efficiency of Salimando by 
distributing the database as suggested by Tessler (column 10) . 

Regarding claim 2, see columns 3 and 4 of Salimando. 
Regarding claim 3, see columns 3 and 4 of Salimando. 
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Regarding claim 4, Salimando discloses a method of allowing 
a calling party to audibly identify a call recipient (see Figure 
2), the method comprising the following steps: 

initiating a call from the calling party directed to an 
identifier belonging to the call recipient (110) ; 

matching (116) the identifier to a text name corresponding 
to the recipient within a database by a signal control point 
(col. 3, line 15) independent (see Figure 1) of a call routing 
path and independent of a data path between the calling party 
and a text to speech converter (3 0) ; 

retrieving the text name of the recipient from the database 
(118) ; 

converting the text name of the call recipient to an 
audible name (12 0) ; 

audibly playing the audible name of the call recipient to 
the calling party prior to connecting the call (124) . 

Regarding claim 5, see columns 3 and 4 of Salimando. 

Regarding claim 6, see columns 3 and 4 of Salimando. 

3. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Salimando combined with Teesler in further 
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view of Fahrer et al, U.S. Patent No. 6,078,655 (hereinafter 
Fahrer) . 

Regarding claim 7, the combination of Salimando and Tessler 
does not disclose automatically redialing the call recipient if 
the call cannot be connected. However Fahrer discloses this 
limitation (col. 9, lines 5-15). Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to further modify the combination of 
Salimando and Tessler with the redialing step taught by Fahrer. 
This modification would have modernized the Salimando-Tessler 
combination by allowing calls to be completed between a called 
party and a calling party as ^ suggested by Salimando and Fahrer. 

4. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Salimando combined with Tessler and Fahrer, in 
further view of Finnigan, U.S. Patent No. 6,650,737 (hereinafter 
Finnigan) . 

Regarding claim 8, the combination of Salimando, Tessler 
and Fahrer does not disclose leaving the call recipient a pre- 
recorded message from the calling party. However Finnigan 
discloses this limitation (col. 5, lines 25-30). Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to further modify the 
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combination of Salimando, Tessler and Fahrer with the message 
taught by Finnigan. This modification would have improved 
convenience by allowing a calling party to contact a called 
party as suggested by Salimando, Tessler, Fahrer and Finnigan. 

5. Claims 9-14 are rejected under 35 U.S. C § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Finnigan in view of Salimando combined with 
Tessler. 

Regarding claim 9, Finnigan discloses a method of allowing 
a calling party to audibly identify a call recipient (see 
abstract) , wherein the method comprising pre-recording a voice 
message by the calling party directed toward an identifier 
belonging to the call recipient (col. 5, 25-30) and audibly 
playing the audible name of the recipient to the calling party 
(col . 2 , lines 20-30) . 

Finnigan does not disclose matching the identifier to a 
text name corresponding to the call recipient by a signal 
control point independent of a call routing path and independent 
of a data path between the calling party and a text to speech 
converter, wherein the identifier and the text name are stored 
within the database and converting the text name of the call 
recipient to an audible name. However Salimando discloses these 
limitations (see Figures 1 and 2a) . Therefore it would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Finnigan with the matching and 
converting steps taught by Salimando. This modification would 
have improved the cumulative features of Finnigan by allowing 
for an announcement database that stores either text or audio 
data as suggested by Salimando. 

The combination of Finnigan and Salimando fails to disclose 
the signal control point is independent of the database. However 
Tessler discloses this limitation (see col. 10, lines 5-45). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to further modify the 
combination of Finnigan and Salimando with a system wherein the 
signal control point is independent of the database as taught by 
Tessler. This modification would have improved efficiency by 
distributing the database as suggested by Tessler (column 10) . 

Regarding claim 10, see col. 2, lines 20-30 of Finnigan. 

Regarding claims 11 and 12, see columns 3 and 4 of 
Salimando. Also see col. 2, lines 20-30 of Finnigan. 

Regarding claim 13, see col. 7, lines 55-65 of Finnigan. 
Also see columns 3 and 4 of Finnigan. 

Regarding claim 14, see column 10 of Tessler. 
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Response to Amendment 

6. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are deemed 
to be moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Olisa 
Anwah whose telephone number is 703-305-4814. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8.30 AM to 6 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Fan Tsang can be 
reached on 703-305-4895. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
are 703-872-9314 for regular communications and 703-872-9314 for 
After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 

oft- 

Olisa Anwah 
Patent Examiner 
October 18, 2004 



m TSAMB 




